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Districts of Innovation

The State Board of Education (SBOE) recognized 15 Texas public 
school students as the 2016 Student Heroes for their outstanding 
volunteer efforts at their schools and communities.  
[complete story on page 4]

Student heroes

Two Generation Twenty-One charter school applicants successfully 
completed the final step of the state’s application process and are 
slated to begin operation in Texas in the 2017-2018 school year 
[complete story on page 3]

Charter approvals

Nineteen districts, as of Aug. 2, have 
completed the process to become Districts 
of Innovation. Passed by the 84th Texas 
Legislature in 2015 and signed into law by 
Gov. Greg Abbott, House Bill 1842 created 
this new designation, which provides a district 
exemption from certain sections of the Texas 
Education Code. Each week additional districts 
are achieving this designation. Their individual 
innovation plans are posted on the Texas 
Education Agency website.

Gov. Greg Abbott made four appointments to the State Board for 
Educator Certification [complete story on page 9]

SBEC appointments

More than 27,000 Texans provided feedback through an online 
survey and community meetings on the state’s assessment and 
accountability systems. [complete story on page 5]

Survey on Assessment and Accountability 
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Governor Greg Abbott appointed Rohanna Brooks-
Sykes, Arturo J. “Art” Cavazos, Sandie Mullins 
Moger and Laurie J. Turner to the State Board 
for Educator Certification for terms set to expire 
Feb. 1, 2021. The board develops certification and 
continuing education requirements and standards 
of conduct for public school teachers.

The governor’s office provided the following 
information about the appointees.

Rohanna Brooks-Sykes of Spring is a related 
services counselor at Klein High School and is 
a nationally certified counselor and a licensed 
professional counselor supervisor. She is a member 
of the Texas School Counselors Association, Texas 
Counselors Association (TCA), chair of the TCA 
Public Policy and Advocacy Committee and former 
co-chair of the TCA Human Rights Committee. 
She is chair of the Spring Creek Counseling 
Association (SCCA) Legislative Committee, member 
of Klein Unite for Understanding Diversity Council.  
Brooks-Sykes is former president of SCCA and 
former member of the Klein District Instructional 
Development Council and Klein District 
Improvement Plan: Closing the Achievement Gap.  
She received a Bachelor of Science in psychology 
from the University of Houston and a Master of Arts 
in counseling from Prairie View A&M University.

Arturo J. “Art” Cavazos, Ed.D. of Harlingen 
is superintendent for the Harlingen Consolidated 
Independent School District. He is a member 
of the University of Texas College of Education 
Advisory Council, member of FIRST in Texas 
Board and participated in the National ConnectED 
Superintendents Summit. He is a member of the 
Texas Association of School Administrators, Texas 
High Performance Schools Consortium, University 
of Texas Cooperative Superintendent Program 
Executive Board and the Ford Next Generation 
Superintendents Council. He is also board member 
and past president of the Boys and Girls Club, 
board member of Su Clinica Familiar, South Texas 
Emergency Care Foundation, and member of the 
Harlingen Chamber of Commerce. He is a former 
member of the Academic Achievement Distinction 
Designation Committee and UIL Waiver Review 
board.  Cavazos received a Bachelor of Science in 

elementary education and a Master of Education 
from The University of Texas Pan-American and a 
Doctor of Education from The University of Texas  
at Austin.

Sandie Mullins Moger of Houston is a former 
Houston Community College Trustee for District 
VI.  She is a board member of the West Houston 
Leadership Institute and former board member 
of the West Houston Hospital and West Houston 
Region P-16 Education Council.  Mullins co-
founded and served as president for Super 
Neighborhood 17, co-chaired the Business and 
Education Committee for Houston West Chamber 
of Commerce and served as a member of the 
Economic Development, West Houston Public 
Safety, Governmental Affairs and Teacher of the 
Year Committees.  She also volunteered for the 
March of Dimes, American Heart Association, 
American Red Cross, Texas Children’s Hospitals, 
The Collaborative for Children, Houston Livestock 
Show and Rodeo and Grace Presbyterian Church.  
Mullins received a Bachelor of Science in Education 
from Texas A&M University and a Master of 
Business Administration in marketing from  
St. Mary’s University.

Laurie J. Turner, Ed.D. of Corpus Christi is 
an American history teacher at Gregory-Portland 
Junior High School and former Social Studies 
Department head. She is president of the Flour 
Bluff ISD Education Foundation and vice-president 
and sub-committee member of Corpus Christi 
Community Outreach. She is a member of the 
Nueces County Historical Commission, former 
coordinator for the Collaborative Education 
Program for Americas and a former Court 
Appointed Special Advocate. She is also former 
coordinator for the Safety 1st Campaign, member 
of the Campus Improvement Committee and 
Calendar Committee for Gregory Portland ISD. 
Turner received a Bachelor of Arts in criminal 
justice from the University of Portland, a Masters 
of Public Administration in public policy from 
Washington University and a Doctor of Education 
from Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi.

The new members replace out-going SBEC 
members Bonny Cain, Brad Allard, Kathryn Everest 
and Judy Robison. 

Four appointed to State Board for Educator Certification
SBEC
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State Board of Education

District 1, El Paso
Martha M. Dominguez, Ed.D.

District 3, San Antonio
Marisa B. Perez

District 4, Houston
Lawrence A. Allen, Jr.

District 5, San Antonio
Ken Mercer

District 7, Beaumont
David Bradley

District 8, The Woodlands
Barbara Cargill

District 10, Florence
Tom Maynard

District 11, Fort Worth
Patricia Hardy

District 12, Dallas
Geraldine Miller

District 13, Fort Worth
Erika Beltran

District 14, Waco
Sue Melton-Malone

District 15, Amarillo
Marty Rowley

Chair, District 6, Houston
Donna Bahorich

Vice Chair, District 9, Mount Pleasant
Thomas Ratliff

Secretary, District 2, Brownsville
Ruben Cortez, Jr.

Mike Morath, Commissioner of Education

Please visit the SBOE 
on Facebook and Twitter

SBOE
Summaries of SBOE actions can be found online
The State Board of Education met July 19-22, 2016. Summaries of actions taken by the SBOE can be 
found on the Texas Education Agency’s website at tea.texas.gov/sboe/actions/.

Back to school
Texas students head back to school the week of 
Aug. 22. More than 689,000 teachers and staff will 
be on hand to greet them. Have a great 2016-2017 
school year. 
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